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Question: Beyond issues of cost and convenience, what is the most significant reason teachers are hesitant about requiring students to produce new media projects like digital stories for school projects? Answer: They don’t know how to meaningfully assess them.

After all, most teachers were raised to produce and assess traditional media, like essays and reports, not new media projects. In an era of standardized testing it’s very understandable that teachers would be reluctant to branch out into new areas of literacy or content exploration if they don’t feel comfortable and competent assessing the student work produced by such adventures. Yet new media literacy and assessment have become issues of urgency, as well as opportunity, for the following reasons:

· Students already produce new media. Students use personal technology like cell phones to play music and visual material that is at least personally meaningful if not original. We can help them cultivate their emerging literacies and talents, or ignore them at everyone’s peril.

· A lack of assessment strategy leads to an “A for Anything.” When you don’t know how to assess a new media project, giving an A seems like the only fair and reasonable thing to do.

· New media literacy involves traditional literacy. New media actually merges traditional “No Child Left Behind” literacies with emerging literacies very well. 

· Being literate in a general sense will include new media literacy as well as conventional literacy. It’s just a matter of time until policy makers recognize that being literate includes being able to “read and write” multimedia.

What will New Media Assessment look like? Keep in mind that we are still debating traditional literacy assessment centuries after it was considered part of a standard education. Therefore, the nature of new media assessment will certainly be fluid. But here are a few aspects that can serve as a beginning point, especially for digital stories:

· the quality of the story

· media grammar proficiency

· application of “art the 4th R” literacy

Want to know more? Visit: jasonohler.com/assessment.

Students will pursue new media literacy, with or without us. Students live in the tEcosystem (TEE-ko-system) where they find many kinds of opportunities for learning and expression that they don’t find in school. In fact, students are bringing their tEcosystems with them to school in the form of personalized, networked technology so they can effectively leave school once they arrive. As we watch our students become storytellers on the great stage of the internet, we can best serve them by helping them speak the language of new media with clarity and purpose.
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I link therefore I am:

· main site: www.jasonOhler.com
· storytelling site: /storytelling

· sign up for subTechst web journal: /subTechst

Dr. Jason Ohler is President’s Professor of Educational Technology at the University of Alaska. He publishes widely and keynotes internationally about the past, present and future of using technology effectively, creatively, wisely…and funly. He can be reached at jason.ohler@uas.alaska.edu.

tEcosystem-  the ecosystem created by humans consisting of  digital technology, connectivity and the communication they facilitate.











